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Washington State 
Health Care Reform Outreach Plan

Organizations we work with on health care reform:
Healthy Washington Coalition   (more than 30 groups affiliated)
Washington Community Action Network  (state HCAN affiliate)
AARP
Washington State Labor Council (AFL-CIO)
Children’s Alliance
SEIU 
Organizing for America—Washington field office 
Washington State Nurses Association
Washington State Medical Association
Washington State Public Health Association
Washington State Hospital Association
Physicians for a National Health Program
Health Care for All
League of Women Voters
Divided We Fall
Planned Parenthood Affiliates of Wa.

List of Legislators who will actively help with this plan
Sen. Rosa Franklin			Representative Tami Green
Senator Chris Marr			Representative Dawn Morrell
Senator Ed Murray			Representative John Driscoll
Sen. Adam Kline			Representative Larry Seaquist
Sen. Eric Oemig			Representative Eric Pettigrew
Sen. Jeanne Kohl-Welles		Representative Mark Miloscia
Sen. Karen Fraser			Representative Sherry Appleton






90-day action plan

July 2009
Meetings and Events
· July 23rd- Senate Health & Long Term Care Committee health care reform work session with House members. The agenda includes panel presentations from consumers, members of the business community, insurance companies and health care providers. The meeting will be televised on the public affairs network TVW.   
After hearing Sen. Keiser has a video interview with “Your Health Care Today.” On-line magazine.
· Meet with Congressman Jim McDermott in Washington D.C. July 22.
· July 28th media event at Federal Building Seattle, organized by Wa-CAN

August 2009   	  Main Theme:  Incorporate Urgency Message in all Communications
· Send e-mail updates on a weekly basis to members of the Washington State Legislature and conduct conference calls at strategic times.
· Send e-newsletters to participating legislators that they can distribute to their own constituents in their districts
· August 5th, teleconference with AARP on health care reform with Sen. Keiser
· Meet with Patrick O’Callahan, editorial page editor with The News Tribune in mid-August.
· Participate in King County Board of Health roundtable on health reform with federal leaders August 11th.
· Compile health care stories from people around the state and produce booklet to help influence public opinion.  (Based on the Sen. Bernie Sanders publication)
· Draft op-eds and letters to the editor help the public understand what is happening at the national level and distribute to legislators on the “action team” for publication in their local media.
· Develop “phone tree” with former Senator Pat Thibadeau gathering intelligence from contacts and community.  
· Maintain routine contact with key reporters and editorial page columnists who are covering health care reform, including: 
1. Mike Oakland, The Olympian
1. Lance Dickie, The Seattle Times
1. Kyung Song, The Seattle Times
1. Joel Connelly, Seattle PI
1. Sarah Kershaw, New York Times
1. Josh Feit, Publicola.net
September 2009
· Continue to work with the Governor’s office to develop strong, positive messages and events.
· If Commerce Secretary Gary Locke could visit Washington state, perhaps to  CAMPS (Center for Advanced Manufacturing) in Kent to tell economic story of health care and business.   Also message of how our businesses are at an international disadvantage because of our health care cost crisis.

October 2009
· Committee weekend of Legislature, both committees to hold formal hearings in House and Senate

Nov-Dec 2009
· Create quick response team to begin work on state implementation of health care reform as passed and signed into law.  


2009 Media Summary: 
You have had more media coverage in the first seven months of 2009 than you did in all of 2008. You have had 40 media placements, 30 percent (12) in June alone.  Fifty percent were stories about federal health reform efforts.  
From May to July 15, you have had 22 media placements- most about health reform. That’s off the chart. There are members of this caucus that don’t get anywhere close to 22 placements in a full year! Overall, the coverage has been fair and positive.
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