WHITE HOUSE WORKING GROUP ON STATE LEGISLATORS FOR HEALTH REFORM:  PENNSYLVANIA’S HEALTH REFORM STRATEGY

July 17, 2009

Organizations:  (list organizations in your state to include in your organizing)
	Name
	Organization
	Email
	Phone
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Rosita Youngblood, State Representative
	Pennsylvania House of Representatives 
	ryoungblood@pahouse.net
	(717) 787-7727
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Josh Shapiro, State Representative
	Pennsylvania House of Representatives
	jshapiro@pahouse.net
	(215) 517-6800
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Todd Eachus, House Majority Leader
	Pennsylvania House of Representatives 
	teachus@pahouse.net
	(717) 787-2229
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Keith McCall, Speaker of the House
	Pennsylvania House of Representatives 
	kmccall@pahouse.net
	(717) 783-1375
	

	
	
	
	

	Frank Oliver, Chair of the House Committee on Health & Human Services
	Pennsylvania House of Representatives 
	foliver@pahouse.com
	(717) 787-3480
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Tony DeLuca, Chair of the House Committee on Insurance
	Pennsylvania House of Representatives
	tdeluca@pahouse.com
	(717) 783-1011
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Colleen Kopp, Secretary for Legislative Affairs
	Office of the Governor
	
	(717) 787-2531
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Ann Torregrossa, Director
	Governor’s Office of Health Care Reform
	
	(717) 772-9065
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Estelle Richman, Secretary
	Pennsylvania Department of Public Welfare
	
	(717) 787-2600
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Joel Ario, Commissioner
	Pennsylvania Department of Insurance
	
	(717) 783-0442
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Everette James, Secretary
	Pennsylvania Department of Health
	
	(717) 787-6436
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Berry Friesen
	Pennsylvania Health Access Network
	bfriesen@pahealthaccess.org
	(717) 232-1270 x105
	

	Jeff Hunsicker, Legislative Director
	Service Employees International Union
	jah@seiupa.org
	(717) 232-1270
	

	Neal Bisno, President
	SEIU Healthcare Pennsylvania
	
	(717) 238-3030
	
	

	Bill George
	Pennsylvania AFL-CIO
	pres@paaflcio.org
	(717) 238-9351
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	John Dodds
	Philadelphia Unemployment Project
	
	(215) 557-0822
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	John Meyerson, Director of Legislation & Political Action
	UFCW Local 1776
	jmeyerson@ufcw1776.org
	(610) 940-1811
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Sharon Ward, Executive Director
	Pennsylvania Budget and Policy Center
	ward@pennbpc.org
	(717) 255-7156
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Andrea Fox, MD, Chair
	Consumer Health Coalition
	
	(412) 456-1877
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Carolyn Scanlon
	The Hospital & Healthsystem Association of Pennsylvania
	cscanlan@haponline.org
	(717) 561-5314
	
	


Pennsylvania’s 90-Day Action Plan

The Health Care Crisis
Across the nation, 220,000 uninsured adults die prematurely each year because they lack access to health care—700 of those deaths are Pennsylvanians.  There are over one million uninsured residents in Pennsylvania—roughly 8.2 percent of the population.  Approximately, 79 percent say the cost of health insurance remains the major barrier to coverage.  The majority of uninsured adults work but are not offered coverage or cannot afford it.  Others are uninsured because they are between jobs.  Although Pennsylvania offers access to comprehensive health care through its Adult Basic Program, the program only covers 46,000 eligible adults between the ages of 19 and 65 while over 272,000 remain on the program’s waiting list.  More needs to be done to provide access to quality health care to all Pennsylvania’s citizens, especially given our challenging economic climate and a $3.2 billion state deficit.
Target Message

Over the next 90 days, Pennsylvania, through the House of Representative Democratic Caucus and the Governor’s Office, will work in tandem with numerous advocacy groups throughout the Commonwealth to help our congressional delegation understand the importance of providing access to quality health care to all Americans in need in a timely manner.

Target Audience
Pennsylvania is home to several well-organized urban and rural advocacy organizations that have established strong lines of communication with thousands of health care consumers, medical providers, workers, clinics, and hospitals.  The Pennsylvania Healthcare Access Network alone consists of 50 statewide health care advocacy organizations.  By working with these advocates, we will be able to quickly and effectively communicate our target message to Pennsylvanians and, in turn, the Commonwealth’s congressional delegation and legislative leaders.

Coordinating Effort
Following the important work of the national White House Working Group, Pennsylvania State Representatives Rosita Youngblood and Josh Shapiro, in conjunction with House Majority Leader Todd Eachus and Speaker of the House Keith McCall, will organize and direct Pennsylvania’s Action Plan and communication strategy through a partnership with health reform advocacy organizations.

Action Plan
State Representatives Youngblood and Josh Shapiro, in conjunction with House Majority Leader Todd Eachus and Speaker of the House Keith McCall, will meet with representatives from major health care advocacy groups in the Commonwealth to coordinate efforts to implement our Action Plan.

Pennsylvania’s Action Plan consists of the following components:

(1) Webpage.  A webpage on www.pahouse.com will be created to serve as a centralized communications hub.  It will list statewide events, including town hall meetings, legislative hearings, press conferences, and local events promoting the expansion of access to quality health care on the federal and state levels.  The webpage will also list relevant statistics on the uninsured, talking points, contact information for statewide advocacy groups, contact information for the Commonwealth’s congressional delegation and state representatives, and sample letters of support for health reform to be sent to legislators.
(2) Facebook and Twitter.  The House Democratic Caucus’ Director of Communications and Legislative Communications Office will communicate with constituents, advocacy groups, and the media via existing Facebook and Twitter accounts.  

(3) Newsletters.  The House Democratic Caucus’ Director of Communication and Legislative Communications Office will draft monthly newsletters for state legislators to post on their individual websites to inform constituents on state and federal health reform efforts, events, and how to become involved in promoting health reform.
(4) Op-Ed Pieces. The House Democratic Caucus’ Director of Communication and Legislative Communications Office will draft editorial pieces on state and federal health reform efforts for state legislators to be posted in their respective local newspapers.

(5) Grassroots Activities. Health reform advocacy groups will coordinate and plan town hall meetings, rallies, and email and letter writing campaigns to encourage state and federal legislators to implement sound health care reform to significantly reduce the number of uninsured in Pennsylvania and the nation. 

(6) Legislative Resolution.  State Representative Rosita Youngblood will introduce a House Resolution to encourage the Congress to pass significant health reform legislation to reduce the number of uninsured Americans.  This resolution will be forwarded to Pennsylvania’s congressional delegation.
(7) Legislative Hearings.  State Representative Josh Shapiro has held the following statewide public health reform hearings:

Health Care Reform Meeting with Biotechnology Industry
Harrisburg, PA
Wednesday, July 15
Health Care Reform Meeting with Insurers
Harrisburg, PA
Thursday, July 9
Health Care Reform Meeting with Business Leaders
Harrisburg, PA
Wednesday, July 8


Health Care Reform Meeting with Employees and Labor
Harrisburg, PA
Monday, July 6
Health Care Reform Meeting with Mental Health Care Providers
Harrisburg, PA
Thursday, July 2
Health Care Reform Meeting on Women's Health
Harrisburg, PA

Tuesday, June 30

Health Care Reform Meeting with Health Care Providers
Meadowbrook, PA

Monday, June 29
Additional public hearings may be planned based on need.
Short Range Goals
(1) Communicate Pennsylvania’s health care innovations, needs, and goals to the President and Congress.

(2) Successfully implement Pennsylvania’s Action Plan within 90 days.
(3) Draft and disseminate articulate communication pieces to convey to Pennsylvania’s citizens and congressional delegation the urgent need for meaningful health care reform.

(4) Unify and coordinate efforts among Pennsylvania’s numerous advocacy organizations to promote health care reform.

(5) Provide constituents with accessible forums to communicate their suggestions and concerns relating to health care reform.
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