On health care reform, it's time for Congress to step up to the plate

By [LEGISLATOR NAME]

This August, Congress is on vacation while the nation's health care system plunges deeper into crisis.  Industry lobbyists are using this window of opportunity to undermine health care reform and bolster the costly status quo. Yet, as a state legislator who has worked on this problem for years, I know that fundamental reforms are needed, like the ability for all Americans to select a public or a private health insurance plan of their choice.

The need for reform is all too obvious to the American public.  Here in [STATE], we've suffered long enough under the burden of a broken health care system – insurers denying care, frustrating paperwork, families facing bankruptcy from medical bills, and employers struggling to cover their workers.  While Washington insiders may be able to afford to wait, we can't.

As a [STATE] Senator/Representative/Delegate/Assemblymember, I've seen firsthand the costs of failing to act.  From 2000 to 2007, [STATE] families saw their premiums skyrocket by [##]%, almost [#] times faster than their earnings.
  

Every week here in [CITY], I get calls and letters from my constituents with horrors stories about health care. I recently heard from a [CITY RESIDENT] named [NAME] who [FILL IN STORY ABOUT BAD EXPERIENCE WITH HEALTH CARE, PREFERABLY FROM SOMEONE WHO HAS INSURANCE BUT DOESN'T LIKE IT].

In the [STATE] legislature, we've been doing the best we can to staunch the bleeding.  We've introduced and passed legislation to cover all kids, created programs to provide options for low-income families and small businesses, created centers for preventative treatment, and saved taxpayers money by paying for medications in bulk.  But at the end of the day, there's only so much we can do without the help of the federal government.  

Legislation currently circulating in Congress would give Americans the choice of a public insurance option so that they can choose from the best  care available.  This would bring competition to the [STATE] insurance market, of which [##] health insurance companies currently control [##] percent.
  Reform would require everyone to pay at a price they can afford.  Employers that don’t cover their employees would pay a small fee to ensure their employees can access health care elsewhere. The uninsured would pay what they can afford for their care, too. 

[STATE RESIDENTS] who like the coverage they have would be able to keep it.  Those who want to try something else would be able to, and for the first time in our country, the uninsured who can’t afford health care right now would be able to.  

The public option is contentious, but it shouldn’t be.  For people who are already have insurance, a public option would give them the peace of mind of knowing they won't lose their coverage when they change jobs.  Every American would know they will never again be denied care they need because they are captive to an insurance company that doesn't have to compete on the open market.  By increasing competitiveness and incentivizing increased efficiency, a public option would help reduce costs for all American families and businesses. 

Despite the promise of reform, a small cadre of Washington lawmakers have delayed action until after the Congressional recess.  While two in three Americans favor the choice of a public option,
 the club of executives and Washington insiders who benefit from the status quo are trying to talk reform to death.  

Yet, as a state lawmaker and a citizen, I share the public’s sense of urgency that we must act  immediately.  That's why state legislators from across the country have joined together to push for swift passage of health care reform that includes a public option and shared employer responsibility for the cost of care.   In June, we delivered a letter expressing these demands signed by over 850 state legislators from all 50 states, including [##] from [STATE] to President Obama and Congress.
  In July, we succeeded in persuading the National Conference of State Legislatures, which represents all 7,500 state legislators in the country, to endorse the public option by a vote of 38 states to 11.

While Capitol Hill may be quiet for the month, the drum beat for reform on Main Street is loud and getting louder.  This month, I will be out in force encouraging [STATE]'s members of Congress to work through vacation to make sure that all [STATE RESIDENTS] have quality affordable health care from a doctor of their choice.  If they rise to the occasion, they will have a hand in bringing about one of the single most important improvements to the American way of life in decades.  It might just be the best vacation they ever spent.


[STATE LEGISLATOR] is a [TYPE OF LEGISLATOR] from [CITY].
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