Health Care Reform Town Hall hosted by Rep. Josh Shapiro 
with Rep. Eugene DePasquale in York, Pennsylvania on August 5, 2009

Format:

Town Hall style.  Attendees were asked to sign in at the door and given a form (copy attached) to fill out.  The form asked for contact information, question/comment and personal story.  They were collected by staff and handed to the representatives for the Q and A portion of the program.  
The program began with a welcome by Rep. DePasquale who then introduced Rep. Shapiro.  Brief remarks were made and then the Q and A portion began with Rep. DePasquale calling on those whose forms were selected to stand and ask their question/pose their comment.  The questions were then addressed by Rep. Shapiro.  
Attendance:

Approximately 600.  Venue held 300 so two hour-long sessions were held to accommodate the entire crowd (7:15-8:15 and 8:15-9:15)
Major Themes Discussed:
Small Businesses

· How will small businesses be able to benefit from reform proposal?

· Small businesses have problems negotiating with large insurance companies

· Small businesses have trouble competing with larger companies because of the disadvantage of high health care costs.

Illegal Aliens

· Question of how illegal aliens would be integrated (or not) into the proposed system.

· If integrated will the cost still fall on actual citizens?

Government Health Care Plan

· Concerns with why Senators and Congressmen get “up-scale” plans.

· Thought that the plan that Senators and Congressmen get should be made available to the public

Tort Reform

· General need for tort reform. 

Preventative vs. Emergency Care

· Want for regulations on lawsuits and on insurance companies to encourage more freedom to practice preventative care which costs substantially less than emergency care.

Pre-Existing Conditions

· General want/need for insurance reform to regulate acceptance/ denial of a customer based on a pre-existing condition.

Public Option

· Need for affordable “mobile” policy

· Confusion on what the public option is/ what it would entail.

· Fear that once public option is in place, everyone will be forced to use it.

Chronic & End of Life Care

· Worries concerning end of life counseling

· Need for reform of end of life care subsidies-- “doughnut hole”

Health Insurance Exchange

· Will plans be able to be mobile between jobs and over state lines?

Electronic Records

· Need for less obstacles in e-prescribing
· Need for complete switch to electronic files

Pharmaceutical Companies

· Driving down costs

Expediency vs. Getting the “Bill” Correct

· Controversy about needing reform asap and doing it correctly

News Stories:

attached
Contact Information:

Rep. Josh Shapiro
215-517-6800 josh@joshshapiro.org
Lauren Lambrugo 
215-886-7376 lauren@joshshapiro.org
